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Newly Elected Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI

abemus Papam! In these words
Cardinal Jorge Medina Estavez of
Chile proclaimed the election of Joseph
Cardinal Ratzinger as Pope Benedict
XVI from the balcony of St. Peter’s on
Tuesday, April 19, 2005. It was evening
in Rome and initially there was some
doubt that the smoke from the Sistine
Chapel was white. In fact, the first
announcement said the smoke appeared
black. Then the bells of Rome began to
ring announcing the election of a new
spe. John Paul Il had decreed the

«nging of bells to confirm an election.

(Bcncdit:t XVI was installed as pope
on Sunday, April 24 at a liturgy in
St. Peter’s Square. The ceremonies for
the inauguration of a pope envisioned
by Vatican Il were celebrated for the
first time. Plans for the liturgy had not
been completed when John Paul II was
elected in 1978. Benedict XVI
approved their implementation shortly
after his election.

In contrast to John Paul II, who was
the youngest pope elected since Pius
X, Benedict XVI was the oldest man
elected since Clement XII (Lorenzo
Orsini) in 1730. Both were 78 at their
election and, like Cardinal Ratzinger,
Cardinal Orsini was a member of the
Congregation of the Holy Office.
Cardinal Ratzinger headed what is now

illed the Congregation for the
Joctrine of the Faith. He was born on
April 16, 1927 in Marktl am Imm,
Germany and ordained the same day as

his brother Georg, June 29, 1951.

His Holiness
POPE RENEDICT XVI

ement XII, in spite of age and infir-

mity, was very active in ecumenical
affairs, historical restoration and envi-
ronmental concerns. Among those he
canonized was Vincent de Paul.
Benedict XVI has set a demanding pace
for himself since his election. He took
possession of the four major Roman
basilicas and the papal residence at
Castelgandalfo. He was photographed
visiting his old neighborhood and super-
vising his move to his new quarters in
the Vatican. In his first meeting with
diplomats accredited to the Vatican on
May 12, he reached beyond those pres-

ent to “the nations with which the Holy
See does not yet maintain diplomaric
relations.” On May 13, he announced
that at the request of Cardinal Camillo
Ruini, vicar for the diocese of Rome, he
has waived the mandatory five-year
waiting period before beginning the
beatification process for Pope John Paul
II. On May 15, he ordained 21 new
priests from all over the world in St
Peter's Basilica.

Onc of the few cardinals in the con-
clave created by Pope Paul VI,
Cardinal Ratzinger served as a peritus or
expert for Cardinal Joseph Frings of
Cologne at Vatican II. He was a profes-
sor at several German universities from
1959-1977 before being appointed
Archbishop of Munich and Freising in
his native Bavaria. He remained there
until his appointment to be Prefect of
the Congregation of the Doctrine of the
Faith in 1981. He held that position
and later served as dean of the College
of Cardinals unrtil his election.

chbishop William Levada of San

Francisco was appointed the holy
father's successor as head of the congre-
gation in May 2005. He served on the
editorial committee from the Catechism
of the Catholic Church. Since 2000, he
has served as a member of the congrega-
tion. He will be the first American to
hold the post of prefect.
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