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1805—Year of Decision and Settlement

f 1804 was a year of journeys for

Elizabeth Seton, 1805 was a
year of decision and settlement. On
January 6, the Feast of the Epiphany,
she went to St. George Episcopal
Church. Later in the day she read
from a book of sermons and found
the words, “O), you who have lost the
star of faith!” In a journal she kept
for Amabilia Filicchi she explained
her decision to enter the Catholic
“hurch, “In a desperation of heart, |
went last Sunday to St. Georges
Church...But if 1 left the house a
Protestant, | returned to it a
Catholic, I think, since | determined
to go no more to the Protestants,
being much more troubled than ever
[ thought I could be while [ remem-
bered God is my God.”

E 7 he enlightenment of Epiphany

led Mrs. Seton to write to
Father John Cheverus in Boston.
His encouragement helped her along
the final steps. While she was pon-
dering her decision, Thomas
Jefferson began his second term as
president. On March 14, Elizabeth
Seton made her profession of faith at
St. Peter’s on Barclay Street.
Antonio Filicchi accompanied her
1d  Father Matthew O’Brien
received her. On that same day,
John Ordway of the Lewis and Clark
Expedition recorded that it was
“clear and warm”. The Corps of

Discovery was preparing to leave
their winter encampment among the
Mandans. However, “Mr. Sharbono
a Frenchman who we expected could
go with us had lately toolk] another
notion”.

ﬂr’ Ithough there was snow in the
meantime, by March 25 the
weather was “clear and pleasant”.

Skeech from St. Joseph's Provincial House Archives

The original 5t. Peter’s Church on
Barclay Street in New York City where
Elizabeth Ann Bayley Seton
made her profession of faith.
Father Matthew O'Brien
received her into the Catholic faith
on March 25, 1805.

Chabonneau, Sacajawea’s husband,
had reversed his decision and decid-
ed to continue with Lewis and Clark.
Back in New York, Elizabeth Seton’s
journal entry for March 25 expressed
her grear joy, “at last Amabilia-at
last-GOD IS MINE and 1 AM
HIS—Now let all go its round—I
HAVE RECEIVED HIM—the awful
impressions of the night before, fears
of not having done all to prepare,
and yet even then transports of con-
fidence and hope in his goodness”.

ﬁr reception into the Church
put Mrs. Seton into a difficult
position. Many of her friends “of the
falsity and danger of my principles”.
Proposals for opening a school in
order to support herself and her chil-
dren were vetoed by those who
feared she would try to indoctrinate
their children in the Catholic faith.
After several missteps and several
months spent with her sister and
brother-in-law and their children,
she was finally able to open a board-
ing house. There she cared for chil-
dren who attended St. Mark’s
Episcopal School. On November 20
she informed Julia Scorr that “I am
removed with my Treasures to a very
pleasant dwelling two miles from the
city and on Monday next expect
twelve or fourteen Children commit-
ted to my care”.
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