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Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Named
Patroness of Maryland

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, the first
American-born saint and a founder of what
would become the Catholic school system
in the Unired States, has been named the
official patroness of Maryland by the Holy
See.

The announcement of this title came
earlier this year in a letter to Cardinal
William H. Keeler from Cardinal Francis
Arinze, prefect of the Congregation for

wvine Worship Discipline of
Sacraments in Rome.

H.l'll.l.

The idea for the special designation was
developed by Paul and Janet Vater, parish-
ioners of Mother Seton Church in
Germantown, MD, located in the
Archdiocese of Washington, DC, who asked
Cardinal Keeler to seek the ritle from Rome.

The Baltimore archbishop liked the
idea and petitioned the Vatican for the spe-
cial desipnation in a letter also signed by
Cardinal Theodare McCarrick of
Washington and Bishop Michael Saltarelli
of Wilmington, DE, bishops whose dioceses
cover parts of Maryland.

“Certainly, this is very appropriate for
Maryland because of her role here,” said
Cardinal Keeler, pointing out that St
Elizabeth Ann is the founder of the Sisters
of Charity, the first religious institute in the
United States that was dedicated to educa-
tion.

It is good that St. Elizabeth Ann Seton,

»r example and her prayers are there to
nelp us,” said Cardinal Keeler. “The won-
derful support that the clergy and laity have
given to our schools is a sign that what St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton began is still effective
and a source of great pride and satisfaction.”

St. Elizabeth Ann’s Journey

A New York convert to Catholicism
from the Episcopal Church, St. Elizabeth
Ann established the first Catholic school in
Baltimore on Paca Streer in 1808 before
relocating to Emmitsburg and moving her
school there on land purchased by a donar,

Mr. Samuel Cooper, in 1809.

Samnt Elizabeth Ann Seton

Her religious order, now known as the
Daughters of Charity, was approved by
Arxchbishop John Carroll in 1812, and St.
Elizabeth Ann was elected superior. Her sis-
ters established schools and ministered to
the sick throughout the region and around
the country.

A Catholic school system that today
enrolls more than 2.3 million children in
some 7,800 schools across the ULS. had its
roots with just three pupils in St. Elizabeth
Ann's tiny log cabin in Emmitsburg.

Sister Elyse Staab, D.C., St. Elizabeth
Ann's present-day successor as head of the
Daughters of Charity, said there are now
five communities of Sisters that trace their

origins to St. Elizabeth Ann. They carry out
her legacy in schools, hospitals and other
ministries, she said.

“She's a model for all walks of life who
speaks to many different people,” said Sister
Elyse, pointing out that St. Elizabeth Ann
was a wife, a mother of five children, a
widow, a convert and a woman religious.

Sister Mary Catherine Conway, D.C.,,
principal of Mother Seton School in
Emmitsburg, said she feels the saint’s pres-
ence very strongly.

“We pray for blessings and they come
our way,” said Sister Mary Catherine. Now
that St. Elizabeth Ann is Maryland’s
patroness, the principal said she hoped the
saint’s devotion to children and education
will “come even more to the forefront.”

From Germantown to Rome

Mr. Vater said he and his wife see St.
Elizabeth Ann as a model of the virtues
needed in modern life. “Some friends were
talking to my wife and me about all the
problems in the world,” said Mr. Vater. “We
were looking for ways to protect Maryland
from the evils that are so obvious through-
out our world, country and state. Why not
ask St. Elizabeth Ann Seton to help us? Mr.
Vater, who is elated thar the Vatican
approved Cardinal Keeler’s request, said St.
Elizabeth Ann had a “unique grace of faith
that enabled her to endure difficult times,
not unlike those of today.”
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This article by George Matysek appeared in the
April 20, 2006, edition of The Catholic Review.

Excerpts are reprinted with permission.













