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Simon Gabriel Bruté
Cause for Canonization Introduced

Simon Gabriel Bruté was born in
Rennes, France on March 20, 1779. In
August, 1810 he arrived in the United
States with the bishop-elect of Bardstown,
KY, Benedict Joseph Flaget. Bishop Flaget
went to Europe to recruit priests for
America. Simon Bruté who felr called o
be a missionary answered Flagets call.
After his arrival in Baltimore, Father Bruré
taught at St. Mary’s Seminary on Paca
“treet and at Mount St. Mary’s College and
—eminary in Emmitsburg. Larer he served
as president of both institutions. In the fall
of 1812 Father Bruté was appointed to
teach at the Mount. In Emmitsburg he mert
Mother Seton. A friendship blossomed
immediately. Father Bruté became Mother
Seton's spiritual director, her “Dear G."
Together over the years they grew in holi-
ness. He assisted Mother Seton in her last
illness and when she died in 1821 he cele-
brated her funeral.

In 1834, after many years of service to
St. Mary's Seminary and Mount St. Mary's,
Father Bruté was called to be the first bish-
op of Vincennes, IN. He was ordained
bishop in the Old Cathedral in St. Louis on
October 24, 1834, the Feast of Saints
Simon and Jude, by Bishop Flaget. For the
next five years he worked to establish the
new diocese. He traveled widely, visiting
existing parishes and establishing new
Many of the people were French
speaking and welcomed a compatriot as
bishop. Like Mother Seton, he had a rep-
tation for holiness. He died in Vincennes
June 26, 1839.

OnNEs.

Through the years stories of Bruté's
holiness have endured. Cardinal James

Gibbons of Baltimore on a wvisit to
Vincennes in 1891 told the people,
“Worthy citizens of Vincennes, you need
not go on pilgrimage to visit the tombs of
the saints. There is one reposing here in
your midst, namely the saintly founder of
this diocese, Right Reverend Simon
Bruté.”

Conscious of that tradition,
Archhishop Daniel M. Buechlein, OSB, of
Indianapolis introduced Bishop Bruté’s
cause for canonization on September 12,
2005 in Indianapolis. The person under
consideration is then considered a
“Servant of God." Dr. Andrea Ambrosi
was appointed postulator of the cause,
Monsignor Frederick Easton, vicar judicial
for the archdiocese, designated judge, and
Reverend James Bonke, as promoter of jus-
tice. One part of the canonization process
is to interview those who knew the servant
of God or who were aware of traditions of
the person's holiness. Since Bishop Bruté
died in 1839 there are no living witnesses.
However, several people were able to testi-
fy to a continuing tradition of his holiness.

On October 12, 2005, Msgr. Easton,
Father Bonke and Mrs. Roseanne
Huckleberry, notary, came to Emmitsburg.
Ms. Shannon Boyle showed the group a
copy of the baptismal record of her great-
great aunt Mary Taylor who was baptized
by Bruté. Mrs. Frances Bittle has a copy of
Bruté’s notes for her great-great grandfa-
ther's funeral. Ar Thomas Radford’s funer-
al, Father Bruté reminded his widow and
seven children that, “Our conversation is
in heaven, in expectation of Jesus' salva-
tion.” In both families, memories of Bruté’s
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holiness endure. Such evidence and testi-
mony that Bruté’s intercession is invoked,
even informally, adds credence to his repu-
tation for holiness.

During their stay in Emmitsburg, the
Indianapolis delegation visited the Seron
Shrine sites and the archives of St. Joseph's
Provincial House and Mount St. Marys.
Before their departure they toured Mother
Seton's House in Baltimore.

The process leading to canonizarion
can often be long and difficult. Once testi-
mony is taken and the writing of the ser-
vant of God are examined, miracles are
required. St. Elizabeth Ann's cause was
introduced in 1940 and she was canonized
in 1975. Her process took a relatively short
introduction.  Perhaps
Mother Seton's “Dear G” will soon join her
as a saint of the Church.
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