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Shrine Administrator Retires

Sister Mary Clare Hughes, D.C.
Ninth Administrator of the National
Shrine of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

On October 31, 2005, Sister Mary Clare Hughes,
D.C., retired from her position as ninth Seton Shrine
Administrator. Sister Mary Clare began her term in
2001 after many years of administrative experience in
hospitals in Saginaw MI, Baltimore MD, Washington
DC, and Jacksonville FL. She served as the provincial
of the Southeast Province of the Daughters of Charity
from 1972-1983. This administrative experience trans-
lated well when it came to overseeing shrine operations.

Longtime readers of this newsletter have read the
columns of many shrine administrators. Each adminis-
trator brings a special talent in managing and leading
he shrine. Sister Mary Clare’s legacy is one of hospi-
ality. Her wonderful example of extending warmth and
graciousness toward everyone has had an outstanding
effect on all of us.

In the four years and ten months that she has been
here, Sister Mary Clare has had a great and positive
influence on the shrine. Her vision to make the shrine
“...a welcoming place of pilgrimage recognized for prayerful-
ness and wvisitor-friendly hospitality...” has indeed been
realized in the many renovations that have occurred
during her administration. The Seton family portraits
displayed in our theater have new lighting and backing
that show them off to visitors; and the theater and can-
teen have been equipped with comfortable new chairs.
The restrooms have been refurbished. A Spanish trans-
lation has been added to the museum’s audio tour,
extending our hospitality to our Hispanic visitors. A
new video for the theater, examining the process of St.
Elizabeth Ann's canonization, has been made. It con-
tains wonderful archival news clips of the events in
Rome during the beatification and canonization.
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View of the finished theater in
the shrine’s visitor center.













