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Sculptress Sister Margaret Beaudette, S.C.
Credits God for Her Artistic Talent

n a recent article in the Jesuit magazine America, the author quoted

Whoopi Goldberg's advice to a young singer in Sister Act, “If you wake

up in the morning and you are thinking about music or writing, then you

are supposed to be a singer or a writer.” Sister Margaret Beaudette has always

had an interest in art, and carried that passion with her when she entered the

Sisters of Charity of New York in 1947. She received her BA from the College

of Mount St. Vincent in New York and her Master of Fine Arts from Catholic
University of America with a major in sculpture.

For many years she raught while working on her first sculptures. In 1979, Sr.
Margaret completed a statue for St. Paul’s church in New York City. Bayley
Seton Hospital on Staten [sland has her Saint Elizabeth Seton and Figure in front
of its building. During this period she was an associate professor of art at St.
Elizabeth Seton College, in Yonkers, New York.

Sister Margaret received her first commission in 1987 from Our Lady of the
Rosary Church in Lower Manhattan, and began to work full time as a sculptor.
The church has a shrine to St. Elizabeth Ann. The rectory on Stone Street was
Elizabeth Seton's house. Sister Margaret's life-sized sculpture of Elizabeth Seton
and Child at the shrine has been widely reproduced.

Her conception of Mother Seton for Seton Hall University is entitled Hazard
yet Forward. It vividly portrays the vision of Elizabeth Seton and encourages
the observer to become part of this vision.

The Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati asked Sister Margaret to sculpt a likeness
of their foundress Mother Margaret George. The statue is in front of their
motherhouse at Mount St. Joseph on the Ohio. Other foundresses have been
subjects of her art. A statue of St. Angela Merici, foundress of the Ursulines is
on the grounds of the College of New Rochelle. The Sisters of Notre Dame de
MNamur commissioned a statue of St. Julie Billiart.

Among Sister Margaret’s favorite works is Blessed Kateri Tekawitha in the
Cathedral of Christ the King in Superior, WI. Currently Sister Margaret is
working on a sculpture of Jesus in the Garden of Olives for the Passionist
Retreat Center in Riverdale, NY. Sister Margaret’s work is not confined to the

United States. A statue of St
Bernadette has been erected at Lourdes
as well as in Albuquerque, NM. Other
works are located in Bermuda, Haiti,
Canada and the Bahamas.

Many people are familiar with Sister
Marpgaret’s portrayals of aspects of the
life of Elizabeth Seton. Looking at her
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Sr. Margaret Beaudette with one of
her favorite works, the stame of
Blessed Karers Tekawitha,













