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NATIONAL SHRINE OF SAINT ELIZABETH ANN SETON
Yesterday.........Today.........Forever

Growth, change, and improvements
are not :-ll“'}l‘fh' rt.:t;:}f_{l:‘lizer.] 11:- we are oo
close to the situation. But when we
walk away and return, we often see
things in a fresh light, and changes
become more obvious.

In 2000, I served at the Shrine of St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton as a docent and
wund it a very enriching spiritual expe-
rience. The shrine, at that time, was
under the capable leadership of Sister
Mary Clare Hughes, D.C., who ignited a
fire through her vision and futuristic
thinking. Based upon her recommenda-
tions, changes were initiated and con-
tinue to take place to this day.

Some of these improvements are:

More direct involvement with the
Frederick County Tourism Council and
the Frederick Historic Sites Consortium
to keep us abreast of happenings in the
surrounding areas and make the shrine
betrer known to people both near and
far.

Publications, brochures and other
literature were updared.

MNew highway signs on both north
and south Rt. 15 indicate the location
of two shrines in Emmitsburg, the Grotto
of Lourdes and the Mational Shrine of
st. Elizabeth Ann Seton, and are very

helpful.

This year one of our greatest inno-
vations was the student packet for
teachers to use when preparing children

for their visit to the shrine. This won-
derful accomplishment was coordinated
by two docents who are retired teachers
and another Daughter of Charity who is
presently teaching. The archives staff
provided consultation. The packet pro-
vides provides a real educational oppor-
tunity for students.

Sister Mary .n"l.b;‘l“:.‘i O'Neil, D.C.,
serving as Direcror of Nursing Services
in 1961 at 5t. Vincent’s Hospital
Jacksonville, FL

The modernization of the theater
was another major project on the strate-
gic planning list. Technology was updat-
ed to improve and expand the video sys-
tem. The seating was replaced with
more comfortable chairs suitable for all

age groups. Carpeting was installed
which also enhanced the sound system.
A master lighting system was added,
and the “Seton family portraits” became
much more prominent.

Audio wands were installed with
both English and Spanish tours to aid
those who have difficulty reading the
panels in the museum.

Two exquisite busts were donated by
the St. Elizabeth Ann Seton parish in
Livorno, Italy. In 1803, an ailing
William with Elizabeth and daughter
Annina traveled to Livorno hoping that
William's health would improve.
Tragically, he worsened and died while
in Iealy. The first bust is of William. The
second is of Antonio Filicchi, a business
associate of the Setons who introduced
Elizabeth to Catholicism and remained
a life-long friend.

A Filicchi portrait of St. Elizabeth
Ann was restored and now hangs in the
shrine museum.

A docent program coordinator was
appointed. This coordinator has made a
special endeavor to recruit lay docents,
who add a rich element to the interpre-
tation of the shrine sites. A special sash
was designed to be worn by the docents
so they can be easily identified by visi-
tors.

MNo longer are docents isolated in
the Stone House...there is now a cell
phone available. And no longer the
long blustery, cold walks to the White
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